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Moses Greenleaf, Maine’s First Mapmaker 
______________________________________________ 

 
Lesson 2                         People Who Moved to Maine  

 

SUBJECT 

 

Moses Greenleaf and others who moved to Maine in the early 1800s, their reasons 

for moving there, and the assets they brought  

 

STUDENTS WILL 

 

 Identify highlights of Moses Greenleaf‟s life  

 Identify reasons people moved to Maine in the early 1800s 

 

VOCABULARY See note regarding vocabulary in “How to Use” section  

 

Continental Army, Revolutionary War, agent for the Penobscot Indians, dado, Shay‟s 

Rebellion, catechism, metes, intervale, Masons, Millerites, vagrancy, petitioner, cheval 

de frise, Esquire, fifer, gentleman farmer, titles, Justice of the Peace 

 

PREPARATION 

 

1. Read Chapter 8 of Settling the Maine Wilderness, “Friends and Neighbors,” 

pages 39-44, the “Introduction to Moses Greenleaf” and the “Greenleaf 

Primer.” 

 

2. Copy the above and the worksheet for each student. 

 

BODY OF LESSON 

 

Activity 1.  



 

Have the students read the “Introduction to Moses Greenleaf” and the “Moses 

Greenleaf Primer.” Briefly discuss the important ideas. 

(Knowledge, Comprehension) 

 

Activity 2.  

 

Have the students read the text from Settling the Maine Wilderness and complete 

the student worksheet. (Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis) 

 

 

ASSESSMENT  

 

Were student responses accurate, complete and organized? 

 

EXTENSIONS  

 

1. Ask the students which of Moses Greenleaf‟s friends and neighbors they would 

have particularly liked to have met, and why?  (Application, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 

2. Ask the students how Moses‟ personality and goals were similar or different 

from others who settled in Maine at the time. (Analysis) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT  WORKSHEET      

 Name:_________________________________________ 

 

Directions: 

Creating a happier, wiser, freer community was important to Moses Greenleaf, 

and many people who moved to Maine in the early 1800s helped contribute to his 

vision. From your reading, recall the assets (either tangible or intangible) of each 

person listed below that may have furthered Greenleaf’s dream. Then think about what 

might have motivated each person to move to Maine and record your ideas below. 

When you have finished, compare your ideas with a partner. 

 

                    ASSETS             MOTIVATION 

 

Maj. Samuel Stickney   

 

 

Oliver Crosby   

 

 

Judge Henry Orne   

 

 

Park Holland   

 

 

Capt. Ezekial Chase   

 

 

Alexander Greenwood   

 

 

Maj. William Hammatt 

 

 

  

 

 

James Stuart Holmes 

 

 

  

 

 

Col. Joseph Lee 

 

 

  

 

 

William D. Williamson   

 

 



Teacher Reference Sheet 
 

 

Vocabulary: 

Continental Army: the first U.S. Army, which fought for independence from Great 

Britain 

Justice of the Peace: a county court official who ruled on cases of a minor nature, 

witnessed legal papers, and performed marriages 

titles: men were often referred to by their military or judicial titles after retirement   

Esquire: a title of courtesy used often by lawyers 

fifer: a young man who played in a fife and drum corps in the Continental Army 

Gentleman farmer: a person whose wealth allows him to farm for pleasure rather than 

income 

Agent for the Penobscot Indians: the person selected to represent the State government in 

day-to-day dealings with the tribe. 

judge: a public official authorized to decide questions brought before a court 

dado: the lower part of a wall 

catechism: instruction in the Christian faith 

metes: the straight-line boundaries of property as defined by distance and direction 

intervale: the fertile low land around a body of water that floods first after a heavy rain 

Shay‟s Rebellion: a post-Revolutionary War conflict between Massachusetts farmers and 

merchants, 1786-1787 

Masons: a fraternal organization with principles based on the ancient art of freemasonry 

or bricklaying 

Millerites: an 1830s-40s religious group that believed the second coming of Christ was 

imminent 

vagrancy: the state of wandering and having no place to live 

petitioner: someone who requests or demands something using a petition, a paper signed 

by  

 several people 

cheval de fries: a moveable blockade used for defense during war, sometimes a log with  

protruding spikes to slow advancing armies 

 

WORKSHEET  ANSWERS 

 

Major Samuel Stickney  
 

Assets:  Stickney had served 8 years in the Continental Army during the 

Revolutionary War, where he advanced from fifer to Major. He was disciplined and 

strong, settled in Brownville, and delivered mail and freight from Bangor. 

 

Motivation:  Many men who served in the Revolutionary War later moved to 

Maine, sometimes because they received plots of land for their service.  

 

Oliver Crosby 

Assets:  Educated at Harvard College, graduated in 1795, second in his class 



Before moving to Maine, Crosby practiced law in Portsmouth, NH, owned a cotton mill, 

and was part-owner of a ship. In 1820, he bought 700 acres of land in Atkinson, ME, 

where he grew wheat and corn, built a large house, employed servants, imported china 

and wine, and lived as a gentleman farmer. Crosby also created a home library, which 

was open to the public. 

He was intelligent and successful in business and so brought his wealth and interest in 

education to Maine. 

 

Motivation: Men who had been economically successful in their careers were 

attracted by the open land in Maine and often moved there with their families to become 

gentlemen farmers. 

 

Judge Henry Orne 
 

Assets:  Practiced law in Kentucky, was involved in national politics, lived in 

Ohio and then on a Southern plantation. Orne settled in Orneville, ME after becoming 

disillusioned with politics.  He married the daughter of the owner of a township in Maine, 

became the agent, built a mill and manor house with a deer park, gardens and orchards, 

employed former slaves, and the town was named for him. 

 

Motivation: Men who had been economically successful in their careers were 

attracted by the open land and new opportunities in Maine.  

 

Park Holland 
 

Assets: Holland had served in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary 

War. 

He moved to Maine in 1793 and settled in Eddington in 1824. He made his living as a 

surveyor, and spent much time exploring the wild lands of Maine, growing to become the 

most knowledgeable person about Maine‟s interior. The knowledge he acquired helped 

him serve as agent for the Penobscot Indians.  

 

Motivation: Men like Holland who had served in the army came to Maine to 

continue the  

outdoor life they experienced in the military. Holland enjoyed living in and exploring the 

woods and was drawn to the wild lands of Maine. 

 

Captain Ezekial Chase   

 

Assets: Chase served in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. 

In 1802, he built a new home in Sebec and made his living trapping, farming, surveying, 

and doctoring. 

 

Motivation: Army veterans came to Maine to start a new life after the 

Revolutionary War and use some of the skills they had acquired in the service.  

Alexander Greenwood 



 

Assets: Surveyor, logger 

 

Motivation: Greenwood was interested in the natural resources available in Maine  

 

Major William Hammatt 
 

Assets: Hammatt purchased a half interest in the township of Sebois and spent the 

years 1823 to 1826 away from his family, surveying the town. 

 

Motivation: Veterans like Hammatt came to Maine to start a new life after the 

Revolutionary War and use some of the skills they had acquired in the service.  

 

James Stuart Holmes 
 

Assets: Holmes was educated at Brown College. He settled in Foxcroft, ME, 

where he made a living as a lawyer and was also appointed a Justice of the Peace. He 

joined the Masons, and became a trustee of Foxcroft Academy. 

 

Motivation: Lawyers came to Maine to pursue their profession in a growing state 

with few lawyers. 

 

Colonel Joseph Lee 
 

Assets: Lee was the agent of the township of Milo, ran a mill, and co-founded the 

Penobscot Bank. He commanded a local militia company, was appointed Commissioner 

of the Land Office, was elected as a representative to the legislature, worked to open up 

roads north of Bangor, negotiated a treaty with the Penobscot Indians to open up both 

sides of the Penobscot River to settlement, and petitioned for the creation of the Bangor 

& Piscataquis Canal and Railroad Company. Lee‟s experience in the army prepared him 

for taking leadership roles in the development of the state. 

 

Motivation: Army officers who had served in the Revolutionary War came to 

Maine for land and opportunity.  

 

William D. Williamson 
 

Assets: historian, researcher, lawyer. Williams‟ education and historical interests 

led to his important documentation of Maine „s early history. 

 

Motivation: Educated people came to Maine to pursue their interests and 

participate in shaping the unwritten history of a frontier state 
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Moses Greenleaf, 
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Introduction to Moses Greenleaf 

Maine’s First Mapmaker 

 

In the years following the American Revolution, which was from 

1775-1783, many people moved to the region that is now Maine. In fact, 

between the years 1790 and 1810, the population of Maine nearly doubled! 

One of the people who came to Maine during this time was a young boy 

named Moses Greenleaf, who would grow up to be the first cartographer 

(mapmaker) of the State of Maine. 

 Most people in early America were farmers, although some made a 

living in the growing cities. Shipbuilding, storekeeping, and carriage-making 

were profitable businesses in the cities. Many of the new settlers of Maine, 

including the Greenleafs, came from southern New England, particularly 

Massachusetts and Connecticut. The populations there had been growing 

rapidly and people were looking for more land for farming and for 

harvesting natural resources such as timber. 

 While many people were happy with the growing cities and 

prospering businesses of southern New England, others longed for a simpler 

way of life. The District of Maine, which was then part of Massachusetts, 

had large towns along the coast, but much of the interior was open and 

available for settlement. Land was inexpensive and plentiful, and Moses 



Greenleaf’s father was eager to move his family to a more rural 

environment. 

 In 1790, the Greenleafs left their home in Newburyport, 

Massachusetts, and moved to Peacock Hill, in New Gloucester, Maine. 

Captain Moses Greenleaf, father of the mapmaker, was determined to spend 

his “evenings by the fire and his days close to the soil.” He was worried that 

wealth was becoming too important to many people in Newburyport, so he 

gave up his business to become a farmer and a country gentleman. 

 Moses the mapmaker was thirteen when the family moved to New 

Gloucester. The oldest of five children, he had spent his early years in 

Newburyport, a town booming with activity and widening interests. He 

learned draftsmanship and naval architecture from his father, and was a 

strong student, particularly in mathematics. He was an avid reader with an 

excellent memory and excellent penmanship. Although his formal education 

was not extensive, he had a solid background in the basic skills and a strong 

interest in everything around him. 

 Moses grew into an easy-going, likable young man with a quick mind 

and strong writing and speaking skills. When he turned twenty-one, he 

opened a store in New Gloucester, selling “razors, files, penknives, beef 

shad, tobacco by the pound, cider by the barrel, rum by the gill, blank books, 

gum paper, twine – in short, everything from tea to the pot in which to brew 

it.”  

 Moses kept store for the next seven years, in several Maine towns. He 

taught school for awhile, but his greatest interest was in land, especially the 

land to the north, “where a man might own part of a township and live as an 

independent gentleman.” His consuming interest in the land north of the 

Piscataquis River, along with the debt that came from his kindheartedness, 

ended his storekeeping career, and led him to a life promoting the sale of 

land in Maine. 

 In 1805 Moses married Persis Poor of Bangor, and shortly thereafter 

took a job as land agent for William Dodd, owner of a large tract of land in 

Maine. As land agent, Greenleaf agreed to settle and develop a new town 

near the Sebec River. The town was named Williamsburg, after William 

Dodd, and Moses and Persis moved there with their children on December 

30 of 1810. 

 Moses Greenleaf had a vision for the kind of town he wished 

Williamsburg to become, and he spent the rest of his life working toward 

that vision. In 1814 he built a new home on Greenleaf Hill, and continued to 

encourage other members of his family to join him in Williamsburg. He 

established a town government, built a church and a school, and started 



community organizations in an attempt to convince other people to move to 

the new town. He promoted the use of the area’s natural resources, notably 

slate and iron, to create jobs for the people living in Williamsburg. He built 

roads and brought railroads to the area, so that people could move 

themselves and their products around. Eventually, stagecoach and mail 

service came to Williamsburg, signs of a successful settlement. 

 Moses became a distinguished member of the Williamsburg 

community, and he served as a Court Justice for several years. In his effort 

to encourage settlement in Maine, he worked to gather information about the 

interior sections of Maine. He took trips to survey and map the unsettled 

land, and collected geographical information about lakes, rivers, mountains, 

resources, and climate. Greenleaf then published books and maps describing 

the land and encouraging people to move there. 

 In 1815 Moses Greenleaf’s first map of the District of Maine was 

printed. Although other maps of the area existed, Moses’ maps were 

important because they showed geographical features, distances, and other 

aspects of the Maine landscape that had not been widely known before his 

maps were published. Moses continually updated his maps and produced the 

first map of Maine when it became a state in 1820, making him Maine’s first 

cartographer. After publishing two books and several maps, Moses 

Greenleaf died in 1834.  A monument to him was erected in 1947 to 

acknowledge his contributions to the settlement of Maine.  

After Moses died, his son Moses Jr. helped to promote and publish 

more of Moses’ detailed maps and information. Moses’ maps helped 

encourage settlement throughout Maine, but his own town of Williamsburg 

reverted to a township when its population declined after mass migration to 

the mid-western states following the Civil War. Even so, Moses Greenleaf’s 

foresight in helping to make people aware of the geography and resources of 

Maine was so important that he deserves to be remembered as one of 

principal founders of the State of Maine. 

 

                

  

  




