Nova Totius Americae Tabula
Online Activity
Step One: go to: http://www.oshermaps.org/map/35950.0001
Step Two: to the right of the map, click on the fullscreen option: [image: image1.png]



Step Three: use the zoomify image of De Wit’s 1672 map of the Americas to complete the activity
1. Find the mapmaker on this map. What is his name? _____________________

(Hint: Look for the fine print in the southern Atlantic ocean.)
2. What year was this map made? ___________________________________

(Hint: Look for the fine print in the southern Atlantic ocean.)
3. What city was the map made in? __________________________________

(Hint: Look for the fine print in the southern Atlantic ocean.)
4. The mapmaker included a description of the American continents and native peoples, plants, and animals. How many languages did he include on the map? ______
· What are they? _________________________________________
5. Find the images (vingettes) of the following cities along the sides of the map. Find each on the map itself and put a checkmark beside each one you find:
· Mexico (Hint: by a lake in modern day Mexico)

· Havana (Hint: look on Cuba)

· Callao de Lima (Hint: spelled “Lima C. de los Reyes;” on the West Coast of South America)

· Panama (Hint: near Terra Firma)

· Neiu Amsterdam (Hint: in Nieu Nederland)
· What is this city called now? ________________________________________________
6. Find the cannibal scene on the map. (Hint: Look for the smoke in South America)
· In what modern day country is this located? _____________________

· Find the description of this scene in Section 8 of the text. Who would be unfortunate meal? _______________________________________

7. Find the sea battle in the Pacific Ocean. Judging by the flags, it appears to be between the Dutch and the Spanish. Can you guess who is winning in this image? ______________________________________________________
8. What is modern day New England called on this map? ____________________

· Why do you think that is? __________________________________

9. According to Section One of the text, what year did Americus Vespusias discover the southern coast of the Americas? ________________________________

· Do you think this date is accurate? ____________________________

· Why? ________________________________________________

10. What is California shown as? _____________________________________
11. What part of the globe is the circular map in the top lefthand corner depicting?


_______________________________________________________
12. The mapmaker describes some specific regions in the text. Read the descriptions, which are color-coded, and try to find the regions on the map. Place a checkmark by all the ones you find.
· Hispania Nova (Hint: look in modern day Mexico)
· Galatia Nova (Hint: look directly south of the Tropic of Cancer line)
· Mexico (Hint: by a lake in modern day Mexico)
· Florida (Hint: look in modern day southern United States)
· Virginia (Hint: look on the eastern coast of North America)
· Nieu Nederland (Hint: look in modern day New York)
· Terra Neuf (Hint: look for a large island off the coast of North America)
· Nova Francia (Hint: look in modern day eastern Canada)
· Terra Corterealis and Terra de Labrador (Hint: look north of Nova Francia)
· Peru (Hint: look along the western coast of South America)
· “Puerto Vejo” (Hint: look directly south of the Equator)
· “S. Miguel” (Hint: look near the western coast of South America; on a river)
· “Lima C. De los Reyes” (Hint: look on the western coast halfway between Equator and Tropic of Capricorn)
· “Arequipa” (Hint: look to the west of the Titicaca Lake in South America)
· “Quito” (Hint: look directly south of the Equator)
· “Cusco” (Hint: look to the north of the Titicaca Lake in South America)
· “Potosi” (Hint: look north of the Tropic of Capricorn; on a lake)
· Chili (Hint: look along the western coast of South America)
· Patagonen (description is in two parts in the text) (Hint: look in the southern part of South America)
· Brasilia (Hint: look along the eastern coast of South America)
· Cuba (Hint: look in the Caribbean Sea below modern day Florida)
· Jamaica (Hint: look to the south of Cuba)

· Hispaniola (Hint: look to the east of Cuba)
Nova Totius Americae Tabula

[Section 1]


AMERICA, hath got the name of one Americus Vespusias: The first that hath found out this land, has bin, as it is certainly knowne of a trueth, one Christoffel Columbus of Genua, a valiant and expert man. After him hath, Americus Vaspusias, a Florentiner, in the dayes of Emanuël, King of Portingal, endeavored to effect the same work, and in the yeare 1417. on the 22. of May, making sale out the Streight of Gebralter, hath first discovered the whole coste Souward of the Equator, and this land named after his name America.


The borders of the Land is in the East the Atlandise Sea, commonly called Male del Nort: in the South some Isles, which has been taken to be the Land Magellaen: in the West it hath Mare Peceficum, or del Zur, but in the North end, is not certain whether it is bordered with Sea or Land. The breadth Southward, is the Streight of Megallane, that is 52 degrees, but Northward from 79 degrees opward is yet unknowne. Againe, this part of the World lyeth from North to South stretched out in liknesse and from of two greate Isles, with a smale stroake of Land, fast one to another: therefore the one is called North America, and the other South America. At first was there neither corne nor Wine, but in place of them, it yealded a certaine groeth, which they called Mayz, which in some parts they made bread of. The Inhabitants are very active in runing and swiming, in some places they eat mens flesh, and pray to the Devil, and bothe to the Sonne and Moune. They speake not all one language. Gold, Silver, and Precioes-Stones, is not esteemed of them; but in place of these, they prefert, and hould in greate worthynesse the feathers of choise Birds, making of them their greatest riches and wealth. The part of North America, comtaineth New Spaine, Florida Virginia and New Netherland also Terra Nova, together with many brave Isles commonly called West-Indien, the greatest of which is Cuba, Espanola, Jamaica and Rico.


New Spaine, is one of the greatest Provinces of America, is more Built, pleasanter and more peopuloes then the other. It begineth at the boesome of the Sea Californie commonly called Mer Vermejo and reacheth to the boesem of Mexicane, and Mare del Nort, as also to the land of Jucata. Is at the first of the Spanjards in the year 1518: onder conduckt of Ferdinando Cortesio occupied, yet with great losse of his owne men and the Inhabitance; and

[end of Section 1]

[Section 2]

Keyser Carolus the V. to recompence Cortesio for his service, gave him the Country of Teoanteper in new Spaine. These Provinces is full of Hills, and rough rocks, and also with may woods invested: the aire is very temperate, although it lyeth under the Zona Torrida: there be many pleasant Rivers with plenty of fish, and some that beareth Gold, and also many lakes. Yet and above is this Country excessive Rich in Gold, Silver, Iron and Brasse minerals: and yealdeth Cassia Fistula; and a certaine fruite which the Inhabitants call Jacoa, much like to Almans, where of they make drinck.


Of Cotton, and all other fruits and increase of the Earth, all what is to befound in Europe, is here in aboundance: againe it overfloeth of a very precioes Balsem, in worth, much like to that in Egypt : yet and above, is there many other fruits especially a Grane called Mayz, very plentious which the inhabiters bake bread of: moreover this land yealdeth great store of fouls and Cattle, to wit Geese, Ducks, Queles, Henns, in bignes, exceeding ours, Hares, Conys, Sheepe, Oxen, Staggs, Tygers, Lions, Bares, and others of the like: Besides, meate is heir very plenty and good cheape. In the Rivers are many Crocodills, which the Inhabitants eate. The Sea which streameth this Coast, is very rich of fish, having Oisters, wherein they finde Perls. Moreover this part is more inhabited of the Spanjard, then any other part of the new World: besides they have here many Colonies, Cities, and Villages: as be, Compostella, Colma, Purificatio, Guadalajara, Catarula, Meyco, and others. Yet in this new Spaine be some brave Countries, to wit, New Galatie, Mechranan, Mexico and Guastecan. New Galatie, was at first called of the inhabiters Xalisco, first discovered, and occupied of one Nunus Gusmanus, who Built some Cities there, of which is Compestella, where a Bishops Residence and a Kingly Counsel is kept: The City Spiritus Sancti, Conceptionis, Michaels , Guadalatara much famed, and the Head City of the whole Realme. The land is rough, the nation cruel, which refrain not to eate the flesh of men. To New Galatien belongeth the land Guliacana, so called after the name of the Head City Gultacan cituated twixt the Rivers Piasala and S. Sebastiaen, where the Spanjards have planted a Colonie of the house of S. Michael: the Inhabitants are poore people, and sleepe a nights under the naked heavens: they that dwel on the Sea Coste imploy themselves in fishing; but they in the Country, with hunting. Formerly they knew no rule; but now they are subjeck to the king of Spaine. The Mayz in these parts, is ripe thrice a yeare, and other fruits also. Catton, Hony, Wax, Grene, wherof Scarlet dye is made: Physicall hearbs, Black Amber and Salt is here excessive: withall, Silks, Gold and Silver. The Inhabitants are proper ablemen, live longe and be very Active. The Mexicaner land, excelleth not onely all other Countries of New Spaine, but also all what in whole American is, it hath the name from the City Mexico, also Temistitau called, which was cituated, alike to Venice, in the middle of a great Lake, when Cortesio first conquered it; but is afterwards replaced of him, on the edge of the above mentioned Lake, and is at present very well Built, and containeth round, six Italian miles, a part of the same is of the Spanjards, and the rest of the natives possessed. Here hath the Arch-Bisshop his Residence and both, the Deputie and upper Court of New Spaine: and there they both print Bookes and Coyn monie. The Lake whereon this City is cituated, is salt, and ebbeth and floeth like

[end of Section 2]

[Section 3]

to the Sea: when it waxeth, then it runeth into another Lake close by. These lakes lie in an even valie, compassed about with Hills, which be always covered with snow: and this valy is much butified here and there with little mounts. Moreover is found in the Realme of Mexico a certaine Beast whose side is full of schales and shells, fashioned like to Armor, the Spanjards call him Armadillo, is of bignesse like a Cat, his head like a hogg, and runs in holes, like to the Conies, the bones in his tale, is good phisick, and used against paine in the eares. These Countries is through valies, and even fields severed, where great and lesser Cattle keepe, without number, and great store of Corne, and other fruites is reaped. Also is in the same Province a Hill which casteth out flames of fire, called of the inhabitants Popocambeche. The natives of these parts, were formerly, worshippers of Images, and ate the flesh of men. But since they have received the Baptisme the forsake such things. In the wars they use piles, and slings, which they cast stones with. In this land is a Hill, where two fountaines be, the one with black, and the other with red boyling pich. The Spanish have here two Colonies, to wit at Panuco and at S. Jaceb à Vallibus: the Indians here be very good Artisyars, and ingenious masters, in dressing of skinns of wilde Beasts, as also pleting together all sorts of feathers of fouls; which plums or feathers, of all sorts of collers are wrought so neatly together, that it is to be admired at, and seemeth no toyl to them, for oft they be the whole day in accion, with out eating or drinking, for to compleat their art neatly to their minds. Out these feathers they knowe to contrive and make all kinde of Beasts, yea both flowers and heabs so curiously, that it seemeth to be, nature itself. The princepalst and Cheefest amougt these Artisisers, be the Gold smiths, who are in the same Art very expert en suttill, who can imitate all things that they see accordind to life: and especially in refining and melting their knoledge is so great, that they can Cast all sorts of hearbs, yea, the smalest thing that is to be seene, so exact, that there is little difference twixt the same, and the naturall. At meales they be very unmanerly and disboist, refraine, not from eating all kinde, both Adders, Dogs, Ratts, Mice, and the like, so that it is no maruel, that they eat the flesh of men; the best meate they taste is Turcle kocks, such as we have. Their Bread is made of Mayz; their drink, of severall hearbs and Grane, and are oft drunck of it.


They beleeve that the Soule is immortall, and being deseased, that they have good or bad, according as they have led their lives, they be of a middle pich, yelowish of Complecsion, great Eyes, a broad For-Head, and wide nostrils, thick black and longe Haire; their beards they pull out by the rootes, and grese the Chin with a certaine moisture, to prevent the groing againe; they bore great holes in theis nose, eares and lipps, wherein they hange peeces of Gold, Bones, Bills and claes of fouls; their shoos are pleated of smale lines. They weare a foure square Coate, bottoned fast on the richt shoulder, like to the fashion of them in Egypt. They ware no Arms of defence, save onely in time of warrs, at which time, they equall their differences, there with.


FLORIDA, of the Inhabitants Jaquasa named, it Bordereth in the East Bahama and the Leucayse Isles, in the West on the Mexicaner Provinces; in the South on the Meciceense Golf or Sea and in the north on Verginia. A resoonable good land, and fruitfull of all kind of fruite: especially in Mulberies, Cheries, Chesnuts, Grapes, Open-arses, Pruans plesant to the eye, but have no realish.

[end of Section 3]

[Section 4]


The Inhabitants take great care for their livelyhood: in march and in June, the sowe their Mayz, and in the third month after, they reap it, and bring it into publike Barns, and from thence they distribute it according to every ones need and quality. Also be there roots called Harla, of which they, in fears-times, make Bread of: Also breedeth this land divers kinde of Cattle, as Harts, Hindes, Gotes, Bares, Lupards, Woolfs, Wild-Dogs, Hares, Conyes, Toghether foul, as Pecocks, Partrigis, Parrats, Tortle-Dofves, Pigions, Marlings, Croes, Fakons, Havoks, Rygers, Herns, Oystriges, Wild-Ducks, Water-Ravens and the like: there be great many Crokodills, wher with they be of at Cumbat, and many sorts of Serpents. In the Contry of Panuea are natives warlike, and being in Cumbat very cruell, their prisoners they Offer to their Gods, and then they eat them up. The men pull out their beards. Next to this is the Contry of Avanares and the Province of Albarduosia, whose Inhabitants are suttill and sly: The mothers weane their Children at 12 yeares old, or when they be able to get their owne living. Also is that Contry Jaguasia, whose Inhabitants are so swift in runing, that, so they say, they can overtake a Hart, and katch him. What Conserns their maner of life, they are commonly unmannerly and nasty people, they Instruckt not their Children, nor make no bones to take away anything, and having it to use it as their owne. Every one hath his owne wife, and they observe matrydome severely. Their Houses are Built of strong trees, round, like Dufkotes and covered with Palm leaves, and be very secure in all turbulent weather. They esteeme no thing more precious than feathers of Birds, of divers Collers: againe, they hould in great worth little stones out of the bones of fish, and also some red and greene stones: they have neither Ax nor Spade, but what is made of stone; they beleeve the immortality of the Soule: otherwise they be worshippers of Images.


VIRGINIA, of the Inhabitants Wingantacoa named, yealdeth in great excessivenes and plentifullnes, all what is needfull for life, and not onely that, but also what lust or mind can desire: as Wine, Oyle, Hearbs, Pompions, Millions, Ches-nutts, Oker-nutts, Straberies and other fruits: Item Allum called Roche. Turpentine, Salpeter, Leade-Allum, Tarr, Pich, Iron, Brasse, Silck, Flax, Hennip and Precioes-stones, and divers sorts of hearbs or leaves, amongst which is that leaf, that the Spanish call Tobaco, and is very plentious: this leafe is very much esteemed of, by the natives, for they think that their Gods take delight therein: And they have Melde Sonn-plants and many other: but especially groeth Mayz in these parts very plentifull, and in some places there breedeth much Cattle. Verginia is first of the English discovered; and the first that landed here, was Sir Walter Ralley: The natives of this land are of a middlehare stature, they cleave to that which is good and right, and maintaine righteousnesse; but are, much adicted to danssing and singing, nevertheless they refraine to eat the flesh of men. They goe far naked, and cut their bodies for a triming. Their orwy-parts they cover with Skinns of wild Beasts. They suffer the haire to wax longe, and binde it up in pleats; but on the crowne of the head they have a long Com like a kock, standing upright, which they butify with many sorts of lang feathers.


After this followeth New Netherland of the low contrymen discovered, and some places, there, fitting them best, made strong, and their people spread in many places of the land, it lyeth

[end of Section 4]

[Section 5]

on the lati : of 40 and 42 deg : a very fruitfull and well tempert soyle, where all things is to be got, and is both planted and sowed, it bordereth in the North on New England, where the English have their Dominatie and Traficke, and stretcheth to the Lati: of about 45 Deg: and is pritty fruitfull of all liulyhod, whereon Bordereth that land called Nurembaga; on the Westside with a very broad river of Canada, as also from Nova Francia severed; and is on the eastside with Mare del Nort, and many rugged Rocks Compassed. The Isle Terra Nova, afore times Terra de Bacalaos named, and of Joannes Cabaro, and his Sone Sebastian (both borne at Venice) first found, in the yeare 1549. the 24. of June, and after the multitude of the fish (of them called Bacaloi) is this name given; where now at present the Terneusse fish is taken, dryed and braugth from thence: westward from Nurembega over the river called Grand Canada, lyeth Nova Francia, discovered in the days of Francisci I. King of France: It is a poore leane and bare land, therefore few people be willing to goe that way, neverthelesse, it yealdeth Corne and other fruits of the earth; the Inhabitants worship Heathenish Gods, and in some parts they eate mens flesh: a little higher lyeth Terra Corterealis, being bordered in the North on the mouth of Hudsons Streight, in the North west on Terra de Labrador: the natives of bothe these Countries are longe of posture, welset, and Clothed with Skins, they wear Jewels, and are dressed about their necks with Silver and Brasse, and sobsist most of fishing. More Northward is that part of America, which the English have sailed, both through Fretum Davis and Fretum Hudson, and so to the Lati: of 79 Deg: but finding it wilde waste and disinhabited, turned backagaine, makeing no profit, and as yet have forsaken it.


South America is in from a Treangel, or with three corners, in the North it is broad, but in the South

Narrow, it stretcheth almost 12 deg: Northerly to the 52 deg: Southerly the Aequator, and is, as if it were severed into two great Isles, through the River Maragnon or Amasones, who then stretcheth from the Aequator, into the River name Rio de la Plata, and is, the Easterly part of Isle, partly of the Portingals possessed: The West-side, bordering on Mar del Zur is at this time under the rule of Spaine. The whole land is full of Hills, woods, and shrobbihs; the Cheefest parts of these Contry is Brasilia, Chili, Peru, Gulana, Popojan, Castilia del Oro, Terra firma, vera and Hunduras. These three last lyeth on the smale arme and bindeth South America to the North part, containing Tiera Firma: the Cities Panama, lying in the South Sea: and also Nombre de Dios on the North Sea. All what out Peru Chili, and the whole West-coste of America, that should be sent for Spaine, is braught, or gathered together at Panama, and from thence it is sent by land to Nombre de Dios, from whence it is Shipped for Havana and from whence with the fleete, that goeth once a yeare, braught to Spaine. This City Havana is cituated on the Isle Cuba, one of the cheefest, before mentioned: furthermore the Contries of Popojan, Castilia del Oro and the other Provinces there about are but indiferent fruitfull, nevertheles there is reaped, and gathered thrice a yeare the feede Mayz; here are many Crocodils found, and very greate Adders, which the natives eate. Peru, the very noblest Province of the New World, is almost totally compassed betwixt the Aequator and the Tropicum Capricorni, the borders in the North is New Gravada, in the West the great Sea, or Mare del Zur; in the South the Kingdome of Chili, and hath in the East the 

[end of Section 5]

[Section 6]

Hills for her fronters: this land is first discovered through one Francisco Bezardo; in the yeare 1525; who shortly after got the Commando from Keyser Carolus the V. and having vewed the same well, hath put it posture. This Province is now severed into three parts; to wit in flat, or Lowland, in Sierras or Hilly land, and in Andes, that land on the other side of the Hills: it is a sandy Contry, and many Wildernesses in it, and the most part unfruitfull, specially because it hath neither fountaine nor Sea, nor is it moistned with raine at all: yet there be on the side of the River, many greene and fruitfull fields, as be those, which in the Winter, is overfloed with water, and of the Rivers that falleth from the high Rocks, which Rocks are not more than 2 or 3 miles a distance, very profitably moistned, againe these grounds are of the Inhabitants; with greate deligence and care, watered and tilled, insomuch that then, it yealdeth very plentiously, both Cotton of many Collers, and all sorts of Corne. The natives of these parts, are a silly, Cowardish and poore people, live and sleepe under trees, and Reeds; subsisting of fish, and rawe flesh. The Hils in Peru, strecheth from North to South which Hills are very subject to Cold and Snow, which faleth there very oft; and lurketh there many lions, Wolves, black Bares, Gotes, and certaine Beast much like to a Camel, whose wool they use for Cotton-wool and make Cloaths, and other necessaris of it. The most part of these Hills, affordeth of her noble minerals, excessive much Gold and Silver; insomuch, that not a City of any worth, that is not enricht with some Gold vaines. Besides this, are in these parts, round a bout the Hills, many large and fruitfull fields, sowed with all sort of Corne. Their Arms is a Sword, Target, Iron-staves, yea and gold Axes, Slings, and the like; they are swift in runing, keepe good battle aray, be quick and nimble and feare not to die an honourable death, or therewith, to get Honour of their Commander. In this Province of Peru, are contained many Cities, the Cheefest where of is Porto Vejo, Michaelia, Trugillium, Lima or Regium, Arequissia, Quito, Cusco, Agyropolis and Potosium: The five last, because of their cituation and fitnesse for Traffick, are chosen and most inhabited of the Spanjard, and with houses, like to them in Europe, built and butified. Porto Vejo is the first City that the Spanish tooke, lying on the Sea Coste, next to the Aequator; having a very good Harbor, but an unwholsum aire, and therefore not much inhabited. Here arive those Shipps which are bound for the contrie of Peru, or that returne back again for Panama. Here about, on the side of Rocks and Clipps, is Smaragdon found, which afther the Spanjard, having trimed them transport into other Cities, with greate profite. Neare to this City have the Spanjard digged and found many bones and teeth of Gyants, which teeth be three finger broad, and foure fingers longe; the natives professe, that these Gyants were as long as foure men. In the limits of Porto Vejo is that Hearb Guajaquil found, with many branches and leaves much like to an Oake, which the Spanish call Zezaparilla, it being to the nature of a sort of ypen trees, being of them so named: This Hearb is good to cure the Spanish pox, and other diseases. The City S. Michel of the Barbaren Pivra called, was the second that the Spanjard tooke, Cituated on the River Cira, with a good harbor, and fruitfull soyle, but neither Gold nor Silver minerals, and is much infected with impediments in the eyes, as Levinus witneseth causeth greate pane and sorenes to the eye. Trujillum, a city of the Spanish, hath fruitfull Akers,

[end of Section 6]

[Section 7]

cheefly of Mayz; but arrive not many Ships there, the haven, not being comodioes. Lima or Regium, is the Head City of the whole Sea coste, cituated in a pleasant vally, on the edge of the River, in a fast and sure Haven; two miles distant from the Sea. Hath a wonderfull clear tempered Air, and the soyle very fruitfull of all things, specially Corn, Pease, Beans and fruits of trees, like as we have, and yet above these, Figgs, Citroens, Oranges, Lemons, and others. Is also very populoes, having more than 500. housen very scopioes, wherein be many broad streets, a greate market place, and many pleasant Gardens. This City is built of Francisco Pezardo, in the yeare 1535 and is at present the residence and audience place of this Province, and where the Chanceller, Deputie and Arch-Bishop, live. Under this Arch-Bishop resorts the Bishopricks of Quito, Gusco, Guamantiaci, Atequipapars, Plata, Trugille, Cacapoja, Porto Vejo, Guajachil, Popojana, Carchi, S. Michaelis, S. Erancisci. Arequipa the fifth Sea City of the Spanish, 12. Italian miles from the Sea, Built in a fruitfull and wholesome soyle; enricht with about 300. Housen, and much inhabited, by reason of the comodioes harbar and as it doeth yet from day to day increase, both in riches and people, although it was in the yeare 1582. with a vehement Earth-quake turned upside downe, and 22. people smothered: The hilly and country Cities be choise places, wherein the Spanish plant their owne people, or have their Colonies. Quito is a rich City, and in dwellers and riches, neare alike to the head City, it lyeth almost under the Aequator; neverthelesse it hath not a hot, but rather a coule aire. This land is in all parts, for the most part greene and full of fruite, and groeth there, the fruits of Europe, very plentious, as also all sort of tame Cattle, and also Gold, and a certaine kinde of quiksilver, as yellow as Saffran. Cusco, the Queene of the hillish Cities, needs not to be expelled in multitude of Inhabitants, no not the Regio Welse, for in richnesse of minerals it exceedeth. Before the Spanish invasion, was this the Throne of the Kings of this Province, and this place, because of the Court, much frequented of all people. Above all Cities in Peru, hath this the right form of a City, for it is walled with great foure square stones, which they have hewed out of the Hills and rocks, and with great paines of the inhabiters (for at that time, they had neither horses nor Oxen) braught thither, and laid the one on the other. The fields round about is not owely rich and pleasant in fruits, and Gold minerals which are [unreadable] many; but also a very sweete aire, which is much apladed, for who coming thither, having his health, shal not lightly be infected with any disease. Neither can we pas by, and make no mention of the Silver mines at Potosi, 18. miles from Villa de Plata. This City is not big, but the silver minerals exceeding rich; for some Quintals yealeth wel 80. markt of the best refined Silver, which of the like in others is not hard of. The finding of these mines is attributed to the Indians, which by chance traveling over these Hills discovered this mettle, which presently after it was made knowne, in the above mention of Silver City Villa de Plata, have the Citizens parted this hill amongst one another, and with helpe of the Indians got so much Silver, thereout, that is wel felt of in whole Europe. The Realme of Chili lyeth Soutward of the Tropicum Capricorni, betweene the Contries of Peru, and Patagon, having in the west a long stroke of land, whereon the Sea Mare Pacificum so named, streameth: and hath this name, because it is there cold, and sometimes very sharp. This land is visited with raine, lightning and change of the yeare; 

[end of Section 7]

[Section 8]

according to the difference of the season, like as Europe: onely, it is there Sommer, when it is Winter in Europe. The Souther pole is made knowne through a white Cloud that wavereth round about the middle pointe, and sheweth the pole. This land lyeth partly on the edge of the Sea, and partly Hillish; that next to the Sea is the hottest. Here is great store of Cattle, and Struis-fouls; the fruits braugh out of Spaine, sowed here, groe very well. Moste of the Rivers be frosen toe in the might time, through the great cold; but by day they thawe, and streame againe. The Inhabitants are wel boddied, and wel set of limbs, of a valiant courage, and frequent in wars: their Arms is pile and Boo; their habite of wilde Beasts, and Sea-wolves skins. Their Head City is S. Jacob, a Spanish Colonie, which they have planted in our days. On the East is this land with Brasilie enclosed. The land of Patagonen strecheth Southward to the Streight of Magellanus. In the land of CHICA on the Coste of S. Julian, hath Magellanus seene men of an extraordinary and unknowne bignes and length, each of them being 10 foote high. In the yeare 1538, the Spanish Building a City to secure the Streigth of Magellanus, called it Philips-stad, where afterwards, the English runinge in thither, found all the Inhabitants dead, dying of honger and want to the number of 500. people, after which the City hath reserved the name of Perrus Famis, that is, hongers Haven.

Remaines yet the last part of South America, lying twixt two Rivers, Maragnon and Della Plata, namely Brasilien: Vesputius hath, through the helpe and aide of Emanuelis King of Portingal, traced and vewed Brasilien with great deligence. This land rangeth from the second Deg: of the Aequator Southward, almost to the thirtiest Deg: where it is bordered with the countries Morpion and Carrion; in the east and north, with the Sea (Mar del North so named) compassed, and in the west it is sundered from the Kingdome of Peru with fearefull high Hills, that hardly the fouls with great paines can fly over them: I leave, that people should travil thereon, esspecially they having as yet but found one way. The whole land, is lustfull to the eye, a sweete and wholesome Aire, and induced very oft, with coole winds out of the Sea, which in the morning driveth away all vapors and fogs, conjecturing a cleare and fresh Aire. Is also enricht in all parts with fountaines, woode and pleasant Rivers. The eart is partly even, and partly with Hills and little mounts, most of it good and fatt which yeldeth all sort of Seed and Corne with greate usery: especially much Sugar, which groeth in High-Canes, out of which they presse a very sweete joyst, and after they have boyled it in brasse kettles, they make splised Sugar-loaves, and other Sugars thereof. The Ingenios, or places where these Sugars are prepared or made, lyeth far and neare adistant in the contry: but most where the Canes groeth, and is great profite made of it, being once wholy in transfackt of the Portingals, who at first braught this Country under their subjection. The Inhabitants are wilde and sturdy, they worship no God, but are so addicted to prognosticate and significating singes, that they oft loose their witts. The men and woman goe wholly naked, they are strong, and let the hair of the Head groe long, flying with the winde, but on the rest of their bodyes, will they suffer no hair, are Camus of nose like the Chinesers, and dy their Bodyes with an ugly black joyst of the Apple Genepapi called; some have from their Childhood, through the under lipp, others, over their whole Bodys for a neatnes many little stones hanging, which is an ugly hew to looke upon. They goe and run in greate Troops in simple order, yet quietly, the women goe before and the men follow after: If they meete any friends, they imbrace them about their necks, and tup their Heads against their brests, lamenting with great tears and deepe sighs, their great troubles in their jornying, and suddenly they dry of the teares againe, and can crie when they please. The women are delivered in Childbed with little paines, and being delivered, they againe get up from their beds, and goe about their busines, then cometh the man (which seemeth uncreadible) and lyeth certaine days in her bed as if he were sick, than cometh the frends and neighbors to visite him, and prepare for him cadles and other daynties, presenting him with gifts and the like.

To write and cast accound the know nothing at all, onely of tradision they have yet somthing of not and the delusion, before the Portingals came thither, they had nither Corn nor Wine, but subsisted of a roote called Mandioca, which they made flower of. Many families live and keepe together in one House, which is built longe, the fashion of a Gallerie, in the night time they sleepe in netts which are fastened on a hight for feare of varmint; they distribute willingly of such they have, and take little care for the Morrow. In swimming they be very expert, more than can be belieeved, and whether they doe good or bad, they thinke not that they shall be rewarded hereafter accordingly. Their enemies which they take prisoners in the wars, they feed some of them fatt and afterwards in their feasting and dansing, they kill and dresse them, roste and eate them with great jollity, and these be the greatest daynties in Brasil. If any be alotted this death, he account it no shame, neither thinks he the worse of himselfe, but goeth with great courage and merrinesse to dy, applauding in presence of all his Buchers, all his former deeds, and so dieth as with great glory. Furthermore, the Portingals have braught into these Countries, for their use, all sorts of fruits and roots out of Europe; and from thence is fetcht Brasil-wood, Cottons and Sugar. Lastly there be in this Southerly World yet many other Countries, to wit Popojan wherein be these Cities, Popoja, the Cheef, Pasteca, Catii, Carthage, Antivelasen and others: New Granatan, where lyeth Tunia, and the Country of Smaragden, and S. Fides, where the Arch bishop and Deputy of New Granaten reside: Carthana Containeth the Cities Darita, Uraba, Cenu, Caribana, Cartagina, Veneriola, Manacabana and Cumana: PARIA, which is the first Country, on the fast coste that Columbus discovered, affordeth, Sinements, but not like to the usual: this Country lyeth in the east of Peru. The land of Tutumanen, wherein be the Colonies of the Spanish which are Salta, Sieco, S. Michael, Corduba and S. Jacob. The land of Petagnon, or of the Giants, it lyeth in the Southermost end of America, this, and many others, be some fruitfull; yet the natives, are Barbarians and unnatural people, and eat mens flesh.

            We shal now briefly goe through the Isles of America; the Cheefest be Cuba Hispaniola, and Jamaica. The Isle of Cuba, is in the West severed from Incatana, through the Sea, in the East, through the Narrow Sea of Hispaniola, and hath in the South Jamaica, the land is rough, by reason of the Hills, and hath many Rivers that yeldeth Gold, yet the water is good to drinke: there groeth great store of Mather, the Cities be S. Iacob enricht with a Bishops-seate, and Havane, the marchant Towne, and Ships dock for the whole Isle. [Here?] gathereth together the Kings fleete, wayting for good winde and opertunity, to sale with good [safty?] for Spaine. [Jamaica], is of the Christians called S. Iacob; this Isle is very fruitfull, and much to be desidered, both of a wholsome Aire and soyle. The Inhabitants be able and witty men, they have Gold minerals, and plenty of all kinde of Cattle, and make great [unreadable] of Sugar and Cottons. The Rivers be many, and the lakes full of fish. The Cities two, Oristan and Sevilla: in the last is a Cathedrael Church with an Abby.

            Hispaniolam have the Spanjard after their name, and S. Dominicus. S. Domingo named, of old, the natives called it Atii and Quisquoa. It is a Hilly Country, yet above the rest pleasant and fruitfull. And likewise yealdeth this Country Cassia Fistula, Ginger, Mastik, Wood, Aloë and Cinament. Also hath this Isle great profite in Salt. Before the Spanish invasion, there was but three sorts of fourfooted Beasts: but since they have brought thither and replenished it with all kinde, insomuch that every year, a great quantity of Hids and Skins are sent into Spaine: it is rich in Gold and Silver minerals; there be yet a great many of other minerals, esspecially Blue-Dies. In this Provinces be many Cities. The Cheefest is S. Domingo on the mouth of the River [Ozaras?], where the Bishop and Deputy keepes their residence.

Answer Key
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1. Find the mapmaker on this map. What is his name? Frederick de Wit

2. What year was this map made? 1672
3. What city was the map made in? Amsterdam
4. The mapmaker included a description of the American continents and native peoples, plants, and animals. How many languages did he include on the map? 4
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What are they? 
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English
· Latin
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French
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Dutch
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5. Find the images (vingettes) of the following cities along the sides of the map. Find each on the map itself and put a checkmark beside each one you find:
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Mexico (Hint: by a lake)….
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Havana (Hint: look on Cuba) ……………………
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Callao de Lima (Hint: on the West Coast of South America)…………… 
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Panama (Hint: near Terra Firma)…… 
· [image: image16.png]


Neiu Amsterdam (Hint: in Nieu Nederland)…………………… 
· What is this city called now? New York
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6. Find the cannibal scene on the map.

· In what modern day country is this located? Brazil
· Find the description of this scene in Section 8 of the text. Who would be unfortunate meal? Prisoners of war 
“Their enemies which they take prisoners in the wars, they feed some of them fatt and afterwards in their feasting and dansing, they kill and dresse them, roste and eate them with great jollity, and these be the greatest daynties in Brasil.”
7. Find the sea battle in the Pacific Ocean. Judging by the flags, it appears to be between the Dutch and the Spanish. Can you guess who is winning in this image? The Dutch—Frederick de Wit was Dutch
8. What is modern day New England called on this map? Niew Nederland
· Why do you think that is? Being Dutch, de Wit may have been subtly attempting a Dutch claim to parts of New England
9. According to Section One of the text, what year did Americus Vespusias discover the southern coast of the Americas? 1417
· Do you think this date is accurate? It isn’t.
· Why? 1417 predates Christopher Columbus’s 1492 voyage, which came before Vespusias’.
10. What is California shown as? An island.
11. What part of the globe is the circular map in the top lefthand corner depicting?


The Northern Hemisphere from the North Pole.
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12. The mapmaker describes some specific regions in the text. Read the descriptions, which are color-coded, and try to find the regions on the map. Place a checkmark by all the ones you find.
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Hispania Nova
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Galatia Nova
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Mexico
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Florida
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Virginia
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Nieu Nederland
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Terra Neuf 
· Nova Francia
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Terra Corterealis and Terra de Labrador
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Peru
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“Puerto Vejo” 
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“S. Miguel” 
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“Lima C. De los Reyes”
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“Arequipa”
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“Quito”
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“Cusco”
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“Potosi”

· Chili
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Patagonen (description is in two parts in the text)

· Brasilia
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Cuba 
· Jamaica

· Hispaniola
