




MtoftVtlL THOVGHT 

ORIENS 

MARE OCEANUM 

ASIA 

.,, SEM �
13 � � '� 
� /-------------\ 0 
c.j MARE MAGNUM <:') 

g � 
� EUROPA � AFRICA �
:;:; � 
� JAFETH � CHAM 

�� 
� "

llfARE OCIJ:ANU/11 

OC'C'IDEi
V

S 

When Europeans first began to colonize the New World and parts of Africa, 
most everything they thought they knew about the world came from Medieval 

scholars. During the Middle Ages, European scholars thought of the world as 
three continents surrounded by a great 0-shaped ocean and separated by a T 

of water. Thus, Medieval maps are called T-0 maps. 

Nearly all formal education in Medieval Europe took place within the Catholic 
Church Underneath the continents on the diagram are three names:Jafeth, 
Cham, and Sem. These are the three sons of Noah in the Book of Genesis, who, 

according to medieval scholars, each settled a different continent. 

1. The diagram of a T-0 map above is in the language that the vast majority of maps would
have been in the Middle Ages. What language do you think that is? _______ _

2. Using the positions of the continents, locate North on the map above. Write "north" in the
blank next to it. Do the same for the other three directions.

3. According to this map, which son of Noah settled Europe? _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 
settled Africa? Which son settled Asia? 

-------- --------

Which son 
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