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Depictions of Indigenous People on Colonial Maps 

 
Find the following ways that Indigenous people in the Americas are depicted on these maps. 
Check them off as you find them: 

​Shown as parents ​Shown enslaved 
​Shown as cannibals 
​Shown smelting gold 
​Shown hunting 

​Shown harvesting corn 
​Shown spear fishing 
​Shown cooking 

 
Find the following images of wildlife in the Americas. Check them off as you find them: 

​Bears ​Sea creature resembling goose/heron 
​Beavers 
​Wildcat (with human face) 
​Monkey 
​…? 

​Armadillo 
​Toucan 
​Snakes 

 
Group Activity: In a group, choose one map to look at closely. Year of map: ________________ 

Look for clues to figure out some things that the mapmaker believed about the region depicted 
and/or the people who lived there. List what you find here: 
 
We think the mapmaker believed this: This is what we found on the map that 

makes us think the mapmaker believed this: 
 

Example: This mapmaker believed that the 
Indigenous peoples in South America were 
violent and dangerous 
 

 

Example: The map shows the inhabitants of 
Brazil practicing cannibalism. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
What observation(s) or question(s) do you have? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


